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The e-mail request came into Ekiben restaurant late on a Thursday afternoon in March.
Brandon Jones, the man who sent the e-mail didn’t actually want the food itself. He was writing
on behalf of his mother-in-law, Shirley, who loved the broccoli (7 == 4£) dish with fresh herbs and
cucumber vinegar. He went on to explain that she was now in the final stage of lung cancer at her
home in Vermont and that he was hoping to get the recipe (. 11:7%) to make it for her there. Steve
Chu, one of the restaurant’s co-owners, read the e-mail and quickly replied, “Thanks for reaching
out,” he wrote. “We’d like to meet you in Vermont and make it fresh for you.”

Brandon was shocked. “I emailed back, saying, ‘“You do know that this is Vermont we’re
talking about, right?’ ” says Brandon. “But Chu responded, ‘No problem. You tell us the date, time
and location and we’ll be there.”

For the past six years, every time Shirley visited Baltimore, the first place she wanted to go
was Ekiben so she could order that dish. “She loves that broccoli, and I really wanted her to have
it one more time,” Brandon says.
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“She had always told us, “When I’'m on my deathbed, I want to have that broccoli,” ” recalls
Brandon’s wife, Rina Jones. That Friday after work, a day after receiving Brandon’s e-mail, Chu
loaded his truck with a hot plate and a cooler and then headed for Vermont with his business
partner, Ephrem Abebe, and an employee. They stayed overnight in a tent and drove the next day
to the small town where Shirley lived.

As soon as Chu and his team pulled into the parking lot, they got to work. They pulled down
the gate of the pickup, fixed the hot plate on the truck’s power port, and started cooking and deep-
frying. In addition to broccoli, they made tofu with peanut sauce and fresh herbs and some

steamed rice. After neatly boxing everything up, they knocked on their customer’s door.
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“Go ahead and answer,” Rina told her mother.

The Joneses invited Chu and his team to join them for dinner.
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Our family was Christmas shopping in a large department store, when our nine-year-old son,
Bradley, shouted, “Money!” Rolled up with a rubber band (1% 5777 ) was a large amount of cash,
apparently dropped unknowingly by its owner.

He was excited, but my husband told him, “Someone else is very sad about losing this
money.”

I added, “Yes, and the person who lost it may be wildly looking for it now.”

Then we asked, “How would you feel had you lost the money?”

“I think I’d be sad and maybe even sick to my stomach,” he admitted.

I asked, “Do you think you should keep the money or turn it in to the manager?”

It wasn’t an easy decision. He frowned (4%)5) . “Turn itin.”
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“But, Mom, what if no one ever comes to claim it?” he asked.

We explained it to the lady at Lost and Found. “Do you think if the money isn’t claimed it
could be given to our son who found it?” I asked.

The lady had watched Bradley struggle with changing his mind and readily agreed.

We left his name and address and she wrote a quick note. Then using the rubber band she
attached the note to the money and placed it in a lock-box.

Two years later a letter came to Bradley from that store, saying they had found a roll of
money in their vault (4£%£) with Bradley’s name and address on it. Attached to the letter was a
check made out to Bradley with a note from the manager.

Dear Bradley,

I admire you so much for making such a grown up decision at age nine. [ remember your
struggle and know it wasn’t easy. It took a person of strong character to turn in that money. Mary
adults would struggle with such a decision. The money was never claimed so I am pleased to
honor your request. The money is now yours!

It would be a wonderful story if it ended right here, but there’s more.
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Paragraph 1.

Twenty years later Bradley was out of job. Worse still, his new-born son, Nathan, suffered a

serious disease and was in ICU.

Paragraph 2.
He walked over the nurses’ desk, put all the coins on the counter, and said, “This isn’t my

money.”
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People who are at your age, like your classmates, are called peers. When peers influence you
on your decision or action, it's called peer pressure. Teenagers, at some point in your lives, have to
deal with peer pressure.

Recent studies have shown that peer pressure might benefit you. Observing others working
hard to reach their goals will certainly encourage you to make a great effort to achieve something
positive. When a teen knows that his teammates are practicing hard to become better players then
it will directly affect his own performance.

Having a group that brings positive peer pressure can also help you pick up healthy habits
that can shape both your personality and your future. The motivation to do well because of
pressure from your peers can actually become inspiration. For example, when a child knows that
some of his friends regularly read storybooks, he may get into the habit of reading. Seeing that his
friends exercise daily, he may begin to take up the habit, too.

However, peer pressure sometimes can make you less self-confident. Some kids give in to
peer pressure because they want to be liked, or because they worry that others might make fun of
them if they don't go along with the group. Others go along because they are curious to try
something new.

Besides, peer pressure can distance you from your family and friends. It is common for
teenagers to think that nobody understands them and that the whole world is against them. The
influence of peer pressure draws them completely away from their family and friends who mean
well. They just shut themselves off and fall into bad company.

Sometimes it can be hard to say no and you may feel forced to do something you're
uncomfortable with. So being aware of and carefully choosing the influence of peers that will lead

to healthy and happy experiences is a lifelong process.
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“Go ahead and answer,” Rina told her mother. No sooner had Shirley opened the door than she
was attracted by the familiar smell. With her mouth widely open, she recognized Chu and his
coworkers immediately and kept saying, “I can’t believe that you drove all the way up here to
cook for me!” So happy and touched was she that she couldn’t contain herself. As for Chu, he was
glad to see his loyal customer.
The Joneses invited Chu and his team to join them for dinner. They thanked them but said they
needed to get back. Chu also refused to take any money from the family. “It was an honor to help
fulfill the family’s wishes,” Chu said. Rina was happy that her mother was able to enjoy her
beloved broccoli with remarkable kindness one last time. On seeing her mother crying about their
generosity, Rina burst into tears as well and said, “I’ll carry that positive memory with me

forever.”
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Possible version: Paragraph 1 Twenty years later Bradley was out of job. Worse still, his new-born
son, Nathan, suffered a serious disease and was in ICU. Bradley left the ICU and went to the
nearby convenient store to get some food. One his way back, he noticed a vending machine selling
toys. A brown Teddy Bear caught his eye. He put his coins in and made his selection. Just then
coins began to pour out. Surprised at his good luck, he collected the coins and was just about to
count them when he remembered his childhood experience. He knew what to do.

Paragraph 2 He walked over the nurses’ desk, put all the coins on the counter; and said, “This isn’t
my money.” He told the nurse how he got the coins and asked her to help return the coins to the
vendor. The wide-eyed nurse was astonished. “Are you sure you don’t want to keep this? Most
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people would.” Bradley smiled. “I don’t know how much money is here... but I’'m certain that my
reward will be much greater by far.” He was correct. Little Nathan survived and recovered. And

now he is healthy and happy in the kindergarten. (152 words)
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Possible version

It’s common for teens to handle peer pressure. Recent researches suggest not only does peer
pressure have a positive effect on teenagers, but help them form good habits like reading and
exercising. But peer pressure can reduce teenagers’ self-confidence at times. What’s worse, it
can keep them away from their family and friends. Therefore, teens should treat peer pressure

wisely.






